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Sub.: Interpretation of Statutes (LW-403) 
Date : 18/11/2016 Total Marks :  60 Time: 2.00 pm to 4.30 pm 

Instructions:  1) All questions are compulsory.  

2) Figures to the right indicate full marks. 

 

Q. 1.    Choose correct option from the following. (10) 

1)  The maxim ---- connotes that it is better to validate a thing than to invalidate it.  

 a) ut res magis valeat quam pereat b) ut res valeat potius pereat  

c) Audi alterum partem d) ubi jus ibi remedium  

2)  According to Salmond -------- is more important than litera legis  

 a) Sententia legis b) Golden rule  

c) Doctrine of literalness d) Obvious obsurdity  

3)  The literal or plain meaning rule has been expressed in -----case  

 a) Grey V. Pearson b) Heyden’s case  

c) Abley V. Dale d) Beck V. Smith  

4)  Rule of ------ should be applied while interpreting Beneficial legislation.  

 a) Rule of strict construction b) Mischief rule  

c) Liberal construction d) Literal rule  

5)  The maxim ----- lays down that the meaning of a word can be gathered from the content or 
by the company it keeps. 

 

 a) Noscitura Sociis 

c) Bonam partem 

b) Ejusdem generis  

d) Reddendo singula singulis 

 

6)  Constitutional law is ------  

 a) Natural law b) Fundamental law of land  

c) Historical law d) None of the above  

7)  The words of a Statute are first understood in their ------- sense.  

 a) Literal b) Grammatical  

c) Both (a) and (b) d) Neither (a) nor (b)  

8)  ------ rule was explained in Heydon’s case.  

 a) Literal rule b) Golden rule  

c) Mischief rule d) Logical rule  

9)  -------- is an internal aid to interpretation.  

 a) Title b) Dictionary  

c) Statutes in pari materia d) Foreign judgement 
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10)  ------- is not an external aid to interpretation.  

 a) Schedule b) Dictionary  

c) Judicial Precedent d) Debate in Parliament  

   

Q. 2. Answer the following in short. (up to 30 words) (10) 
 1) Define repeal Statutes.  

 2) What is the object of Interpretation of Statutes?  

 3) What is the importance of preamble?  

 4) Define taxing Statute enlist some examples of it.  

 5) Define the maxim ‘ut res magis valeat quam pereat’.  

   

Q. 3. Short Notes. (any four) (20) 
 1) Explain types of Statute.  

 2) Write a note on ‘Statutes in pari-materia’  

 3)  Write a note on ‘Expressio unius-exclusio alterius’.   

 4)  Explain the principle for interpretation of taxing statute.  

 5) Define golden rule of interpretation.  Explain it.  

 6) Explain external aids to interpretation.  

 7) Explain, the maxim-‘Ejusdem generis’.  

   

Q. 4. Answer the following questions. (Any two) (20) 
 1) Explain the internal aids to interpretation.  

 2) Discuss the mischief rule.  Support your answer with appropriate case laws.  

 3) Explain the provisions governing interpretation of Constitution.  

 4) Discuss the principle of interpretation of Penal Statutes, with suitable examples.  

 
_____________ 


